JIM WEBB 

VIRGINIA 

COMMITTEE ON 
ARMED SERVICES 

COMMITTEE ON 
FOREIGN RELATIONS 

COMMITTEE ON 
VETERANS' AFFAIRS 

JOINT ECONOMIC COMMITTEE 



/ 5 / ^^13^ 



lEnited States ^nate 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-4605 



January 6, 2009 



\SHINGTON OFFICE: 

Washington, DC 20510 
(202) 224-4024 



Mr. William E. Moschella, Assistant Attorney General 

Department of Justice 

Office of Legislative Affairs 

950 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Room 1 145 

Washington, D.C. 20530 

Dear Mr. Moschella: 

Enclosed is correspondence from my constituent,! 
Federal Pardon. 
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in reference to obtaining a 



Please give this letter every appropriate consideration and review my constituent's case in 
accordance with all rules, regulations and laws applicable to your agency. Your attention and 
assistance would be greatly appreciated. 



I would appreciate it if you would send your response to me at my Arlington Office, 
addressed to the attention of my caseworker, Matt Lucas at 1501 Lee Highway, Suite 130, 
Arlington, VA 22209. He may also be reached by phone at 703-807-0581, by fax at 703-807- 
5198, or by e-mail at Matthew Lucas(5jwebb. senate.gov . 



Thank you so much for your assistance to my constituent. 



With warm regards, I remain 

Sincerely, 




Webb 
nited States Senator 



JW:ml 
Enclosure 



U.S. Department of Justice 

Pardon Attorney 



Washington. OX. 20530 



MAR 13 2009 



The Honorable Jim Webb 
1501 Lee Highway, Suite 130 
Arlington, VA 22209 

Attn: Matt Lucas 

Dear Senator Webb: 

This is in response to your letter of January 6, 2009 regarding | ^application 

for a presidential pardon. 

| application for presidential pardon was received in this office on December 
5, 2008; the convictioi^fo^hict^^entence to incarceration was awarded) for which she seeks 
pardon occurred on | |in the U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of 

Michigan. Under §1 .2 of the Rules Governing Petitions for Executive Clemency which govern 
the activities of this office, a minimum of five years must expire after conviction (or, if a sentence 
to incarceration is awarded, the end of that sentence) before an individual is eligible to file an 
application for presidential pardon. 




►plication included a request that the aforementioned five-year rule be 



waived. I considered her request, the reasons articulated by her attorney for the request, and the 
entire par don applicati on, in concluding that a waiver of the five-year rule was not warranted in 
this case! I |was informed in writing of my decision by correspondence dated February 

6, 2009, and her pardon application materials were returned to her. 

I trust that this letter is responsive to the questions raised in your correspondence. 



Sincerely, 




Ronald L. Rodgers 
Pardon Attorney 
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O fflc-c of the Pardo ti A ti o rn ey — 
[ 4.2 5 Ni e w Yark A v ™ , N W 

Suite i 1 000 : J: 
Washington, D.C. 20530 

D*?jar Sir or Madam: 

lincSoscd is correspondence from my constituent in reference to a matter invoiving ytii.u: 

agency. 

Please give this letter ev^ry appropriate consideration and i/tivitsw my constituents cajstr in 
ueajrdamx wiihuJJ rubs, rx^iUaions and laws applicable lo your agency. Your imm^imk; 
attention find expedition. 1 ? assistance would greafly appreciated. 

Plwtse reply to duplicate i.r> my 507 tiasrt Prank] in Street, Richmond 23219 office and 
return tlie end osuj'e. Ifn your reply, p tea si? reftj-rftn&c Michael A, Decker. 

Thank yon so much for your assistance to my constituent. 

With wurm regards* I rumain 




Sincerely, 



Enclosure 



SunaLoi' Jiiii Wtbb 

1 SO 1 J..ee Highway, Suite 130 

AJ-lingrun, VA 3/2209 

Seniitor Webb, 

1 am cn<: losing n copy of my fMicion for IVcsidftolial Pardon. 'Hifr ougmal lia.s been scml Lo iht Office of 
ifrtf Pai'dOFJ AlTornt'-y ii: Washington. Pfcasu rttad it your convenience and if you decide ihat [ meril 
eo^idtfraOoiL please (to wtiai you can Lo jgcl if Lit front of thy Eiciccsiaiy individual in Puts itfeni: Rush's 
office. 

As siaictl iji die petition, I have k^n a Virginia rwiid&nt for "Itif s ?j»st v yc*ars without tlu i opportunity lo 
voi£ A* ft proud American lhw one isjinn has woighed on me heavily. I also suited in my petition that 
"i hfivt applied for many jobs in £he la.si year and a half ■■■■ many of which f am well suited for, ajui muny 
of which I urn prolaMy ov^r qualified for. Tiio peobbm is lhe. ovarwh aiming iriajoi f.vy of companies wjfl 
no i. even unnsidtfr a felon who lias not been p^rdorifrd, roprdkistt of ihtf cruw,> iqjiirdtostt oh lit: 
i:iroumsLAh«if(. Every application asks l.he question up from:, mti \ ajn immcdiat^y disqualified from 
considej at ion once L w^ver boiic^jy. L lifivt had friends Cell itft l.hat thtri.r company have such a si rid: 
polioy about who tlu?y hire* that even if they nui^oniilly vouched for >mt\ i.bc^- company would ix>1 give: 
me; rt^ time ol'day. E have worked bai'd ovfiv i.htt past 14 y^ars lo fijitabJish a good rep mat ion. 
Uhii'ori.ituaicly a good reputation, a ion of {^.pcrittnttt add wi OLtts^ajLidms; record of pfM'fomizuu;*! am Aim ply 
not enough for sou^ontf in my situation, it hais becorae jd.uindanffy clear i.hai rbe o\ily change ] have or 
sevMunLjmcaFiin«fijJ tiTtipbymcsir is lo bt grnnard a pardon. 

lMnn.se iiiki 1 : ihe- tune io j^view my pel i lion. 

l"bai:k you fur ye-urtime h 




Midi a is I A. Qcekur 



U. S. Department of Justice 

Pardon Attorney 



Washington, D.C. 20530 



JAN 29 2009 



The Honorable Jim Webb 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510-0001 

Dear Senator Webb: 

I am in receipt of your correspondence of December 5, 2008 regarding the application for 
presidential pardon submitted by your constituent, Michael A. Decker. The following 
information pertains. 

Mr. Decker's petition was received in this office in December 2008 and is being 
processed. It is impossible to estimate how long it might take for his petition to be adjudicated; 
however, he will be notified promptly of a decision on his petition shortly after it is made. 

I assure you that every consideration will be given to Mr. Decker's petition; thank you for 
your letter, which will be made part of his clemency file in this office. 



Sincerely, 




Ronald L. Rodgers 
Pardon Attorney 



cc: 

The Honorable Jim Webb 
507 East Franklin Stree 
Richmond, VA 23219 
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March 3- 2009 



Office of the Pardon Attorney 
[425 New York Avenue, NW 
Suik; HOOD 

Washington, D.C 205.30 



,,1 ■■ 



Dear Sir or M<ufam: 

f recently received the enclosed additions! eom^spandencc related to a matter pending 
bo (ore your fu^ney. 

T'bftnk yon again Ibr your continued assistance hehdf of Michael A, Docker, ft would 
be helpful if you would rd'er to Michael A. Decker in your response. 

Wiih wai-n'j r^y^'ds, I remain 




S i noesel v 



JW/j 



■jp/nc 



The Hoonm.ble Jim Webb 



February ;X 2009 



United Slate Senate 
Washingcort, D.C. 20510-0001 



Dear Serial or Webb, 

I reeded your kfl^r dated February A, 2009. Allow me to i.h L -mk you once again for continuing, 
lo follow my Presidential pa id on applscfti.iorv I Lwmoi b^gm f.o i.dl you how much your help 
means lo me. md i.o my family. I zim [.mnicuiavly gr&iriul for your help, knowing thai di.esre arc so 
many critical i.ssu^s ri^hL now diat require your oxm slant attention. 

If 1 ma.y, 1 would like Lo give you ii little ii:ore infonnatkuv about my eheum.si.A.rie^. [ an* 6 ."5 
ytwH old and u.n^m ployed, having lost my job ?.i]jnost two years ago. Since: Hmc nmr; my wife and 
1 have, ex ha usiwl our savings crying i.o keep cur real, on al) our bills. Our fin and a I situakon ha A 
become, mi tea; in reeetU moni.ks, 

[ realize that there arts currently .'5,6 miJJion u employed Americans, and that it is -a difficult time 
?.o fmd e^ploymooi.. Unforfunfjidy my canttmwet unemployment is not due to a lack of try tug, 
buv rather on ihe limitations placed oniric by my eonviei.km m [992. 

A Alt my rdirasc J. sporu O years (1994 - [1007 'j working in the comauTeud distressed deb Land 
R.EO areas of the financial indu.si.ry. Willi hfu'd work and considerable effort 1 was able to attain 
the posiikm of Senior Vice President for PirsLfCiLy Servicing Corpoiation (a division of FfrstCify 
Fii-ginoiiU CorporaUftn.) Given my i _s.su e in 1992,1 feU extremely proud lo bat^ achieved ikis 
aecornphsknienl. Bui when FirsrtCity decided lo shifter their ea.st coasf operation, in M.rty 2007, I 
f o u nd m y .se J f u tie i n p I oy e d . 

j have, always been a hard worker, and ft btfrid.il Lo the organizations for which J have wo iked. [ 
would like lo coiil inue to be a productive member of the work Lb-X-C- but have- found llio task of 
fi riding a new j oh harder than ] ever could have imf±[jme.i. I" luwe q^>c_u:-u-| I i^n t reference arid an 
exemplary rcputaLion in I he indu.si.ry. However, kvctv online application that ] have encountered 
asks pruspiXTi employees if r.hey have it felony. I have applied for hundreds of jobs for which 1 
am vnore I ban qualified ■■■■ but since ] receive i\o acknowledgement or ir-L^rview offe.:> h ] eaa only 
,'issmne thai ! am elSjiiinaicd from cons id ml? on (be moment, thai I. answer the felony que si ion in 
Ike; fitT^'mMive. On o evasions wkert: employ i: is hnve sought me out, lie fore as king me u> filS ou- 
their company application* J kave been abb to demonstrate i.Uai 1 am qualified fonbeir positions* 



and they have responded favorably - that is, until I voluntarily disclose my criminal status, in 
which case their interest and their offers have been politely withdrawn - the reason being 
"company policy." 

Last year a third party recommended me for a management position with Silverpoint Capital. I 
was flown to their office in Connecticut and interviewed for a job to head their distressed debt 
platform. The company advised me that they were impressed with my background, informed me 
that I was their best candidate for the position and indicated that they were ready to sign me. At 
this point I felt it necessary and responsible to disclose my past — which I did. The Silverpoint 
executive then informed me that despite the fact that I was a "perfect fit" for their position, he 
would have to withdraw his offer. Having gotten that far in the process I was obviously 
depressed. This has happened to me more than once, yet I remain hopeful that I will be given the 
opportunity to speak to someone who needs my skill set and who can get past my conviction. 

At a time when the nation faces an alarming level of distressed consumer and commercial debt 
persons with my qualifications should be in high demand - yet I remain unemployed. Obviously, 
my past conviction is the main roadblock in my securing meaningful employment. Regardless, I 
will continue to search for an open minded employer who is willing to hire someone like me - 
someone who has paid his debt and is looking for an opportunity and not a handout. 



Midlothian, VA 231 12 



CC: 

The Honorable Jim Webb 
507 East Franklin Street 
Richmond, VA 23219 



Sincerely, 




Michael Alan Decker 
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U.S. Department of Justice 



Pardon Attorney 



Washington' ^ c - 20530 



APR 20 2009 



The Honorable Jim Webb 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC. 20510-4605 

Dear Senator Webb: 

We have received your March 3, 2009, letter enclosing correspondence from your 
constituent, Michael A. Decker, concerning his application for presidential pardon. Your letter 
and his correspondence have been made a part of his clemency file. 

As you know, Mr. Decker's petition for presidential pardon is under consideration. As 
you may be aware, the processing time for a pardon application is lengthy. While we are unable 
to estimate when final action will be taken on his application, we will notify him promptly when 
that occurs. Thank for your interest in this matter. 



Sincerely, 




Ronald L. Rodgers 
Pardon Attorney 




Bnited States S&natt 
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August 2 6 j 2008 



Office of the Pardon Attorney 
143S New York Avcmie, \ T W 
Suili; i KKKJ 

WashirLjvLon r D.C. 20530 
Dear ^ir or Madi^r;: 

[■n dosed is cxme&poLidento from my coiiaiiiuertl 121 rdtmictt 1.0 ?A mailer involving your ager^y. 

Please frive. this letter every LippropriKite-CTrisidoniiCioii and review my amttii.ut:rii\s case in 
accordum 1 *: wii.h nil rulos, r X'g[\ Initio ns and laws applicable 10 your n&Mey. Your imnuduue a^.nlkivi and 
Ctfpcciidous assis'iance would be greatly a p predated. 

Ple&tt; rqjJy id duplicate 1o my 507 liaKt Franklin StrwK Ridi.mnjid 232 S 9 office and return the 
enclosure, hi your repfy, please: [d'mrnei; Nicole M. W rust on. 

Ttumk you ;vo much for your assistance In my conMiluco*, 

With warm regards, I remain 



S'iiKerolvj 




JW:jp 



2fl68 JUL 25 pn 



Richmond, VA 23221 



July 18, 2008 

The Honorable Jim Webb 
507 East Franklin Street 
Richmond VA 2321 



Dear Senator Webb: 

I am aware that you were instrumental in getting the second chance bill passed for programs. I am 
grateful to you for that bill, but it does not help offenders with federal charges. 



I would like to know if you will be willing to help 




ith obtaining a pardon from President 



Bush. She has had her rights restored by former Governor Warner on July 5, 2005 and has re-registered 
to vote. She was doing fairly well until she was laid off from a 7 year position. 

Each time she seeks employment and acknowledge her criminal past on job applications she is turned 
away. Her prospects of securing employment is quite limited. 

Thanking you in advance for any assistance you can render. 
Respectfully yours, 





Pardon Attorney 



U.S. Department of Justice 



Washington, D C. 20530 



NOV - 6 2008 



The Honorable Jim Webb 
United States Senator 
507 East Franklin Street 
Richmond, VA 23219 

Dear Senator Webb: 

This responds to your letter of August 26, 2008, forwarding correspondence from your 
constituent, Nicole M. Winston, who writes to request assistance in obtaining a presidential 
pardon. 

Enclosed is the form used to apply for a pardon. The form should be carefully and fully 
completed in accordance with the rules and instructions that are provided. Ms. Winston should 
know that only federal convictions are subject to presidential pardon and a minimum waiting 
period of five years after conviction or release from incarceration is required before a pardon 
application maybe accepted. See Section 1.2 of the enclosed rules and paragraphs two and three 
of the "Information and Instructions on Pardons." The completed form should be returned to this 
office for processing and need not be filed in duplicate. 

Thank you for your interest in this matter. 



Sincerely, 




Ronald L. Rodgers 
Pardon Attorney 



Enclosure 



JIM WEBB 



VIRGINIA 



WASHINGTON OFFICE: 

Washington, DC 20510 
(202) 224-4024 



COMMITTEE ON 
ARMED SERVICES 



United States Senate 



COMMITTEE ON 
FOREIGN RELATIONS 



COMMITTEE ON 
VETERANS' AFFAIRS 



WASHINGTON, DC 20510^1605 



JOINT ECONOMIC COMMITTEE 



January 6, 2009 



CD 



Office of the Pardon Attorney 
1425 New York Avenue, NW 
Suite 11000 

Washington, D.C. 20530 




De^r Sir or Madam: 

Enclosed is correspondence from my constituent in reference to a matter involving your 

agency. 

Please give this letter every appropriate consideration and review my constituent's case in 
accordance with all rules, regulations and laws applicable to your agency. Your immediate 
attention and expeditious assistance would be greatly appreciated. 

B6 Please reply in duplicate to my 507 East Franklin Street, Richmond 23219 office and 

return the enclosure. In y^ur reply, please reference! 




Thank you so much for your assistance to my constituent. 



With warm regards, I remain 




Sincerel 



JW/jp/nc 
Enclosure 




December 12, 2008 

The Honorable Jim Webb 
507 East Franklin St. 
Richmond, VA 23219 

Dear Senator Webb 



(home) 
(work) 
(cell) 



B6 




I am requesting your help in a matter of great importance to me and my family. I am 
seeking a petition for a Presidential pardon. 

My name is ^SMI^^Hi My brothe r, | j and I operatel 

I in the small town of Virginia. The | |has been in our 

1 mvHWh a t^ I was charged with L 

1 1 pled guilty to the charge, served my 
sentence, paid by fine and was released early from my probation. It was a situation in 
which my judgement was in great error. 

Senator Webb, as you 
at this point, 
near future. I 
have to choo: 
difficult. 




[ may soon 
lony conviction, that could be very 



If you could lend me your support and consideration in my petition for pardon, I would 
truly hold it in highest regards. 



Most Respectfully Yours, 



U.S. Department of Justice 

Pardon Attorney 



Washington, D C 20530 

MAR -4 2009 



The Honorable Jim Webb 
United States Senator 
507 East Franklin Street 
Richmond, VA 23219 



Dear Senator Webb: 



This correspondence is in reference to vour letter of January 6, 2009, regarding the 
application for presidential pardon ofl~ 



application for presidential pardon was received in this office on 
December 16, 2008, and it is being processed The processing time for a pardon application can 
be lengthy, and we can give no assurance that final action will be taken by the P resident within a 
particular time frame. You may be assured that we will notify ( promptly when a 

final decision is made on his application. 



We appreciate your interest in this matter. 



Sincerely, 

Ronald L. Rodgers 
Pardon Attorney 



